[A multicenter study for evaluating a new intubating laryngeal mask airway].
A multicenter study was performed to evaluate the success of endotracheal intubation using an intubating laryngeal mask (ILM, Fastrach) in patients in ASA status I or II, aged 20 years or more, who underwent general anesthesia. A total of 191 patients were studied, and 24 of them were estimated difficult to intubate by the ordinary method with laryngoscope. Endotracheal intubation was successfully performed through ILM in 162 of the 191 (success rate of 84.8%). The mean time required for intubation in these successful cases was 19.1 seconds. The success rate did not depend on the clinical experience of anesthesiologists, and the individual success rate was improved as they became more experienced. Of the 24 patients who had been estimated difficult to intubate with laryngoscope, 23 were successfully intubated with success rate of 95.8%. In summary, endotracheal intubation through ILM was easy regardless of the anesthesiologist's experience, and seemed to be valuable for patients who were difficult to intubate.